CHAP. XII]         COURT INTRIGUES OF RIAD                 m

was seen traversing the street which conducts to the palace of
'Abd-Allah. Arrived there, he related what had just occurred,
and entreated his son to fulfil the obligation of a first visit. But
the elder son proved no less intractable than the younger, though
less excusably. Finally, " It is all my fault, I have treated your
brother ill," said Feysul; " he was in the right, and we are in
the wrong. The error must be repaired somehow. Do you come
along with me to the palace, and we will both together call on
him in his lodgings; your visit will thus be coloured by mine,
and matters will resume their proper course." 'Abd-Allah could
no longer refuse; the customary ceremonies of politeness were
exchanged between the brothers, and the dangers of a gross and
public scandal so far avoided. But Mahboob had been informed
of all. " Do you now understand the true state of affairs ? " said
he to Feysul. " By God! you will hardly be in your grave when
the clash of swords will be heard from 'Aared to Sedeyr." Feysul*
sighed deeply; but what remedy where the rivalry of the
mothers, inherited by the children, is heightened by the rivalry
of a kingdom ?

Sa'ood had not been three days in his new quarters within
the palace, when a tall and handsome attendant came with
extreme courtesy of demeanour to call me into the presence of
his master, who, said he, was suffering from a toothache or a
headache, I forget which, and required my professional help
without delay. On entering the prince's apartments I was met
by a hearty welcome in the good-humoured style customary to
Sa'ood, and a loud laugh when I enquired after his ailment.
"As well as yourself," he replied; uall I wanted was a pretext
for having you here." He then entered freely into conversation,
and expressed, or at least professed, much sympathy for Egypt.
The fact is that being a mortal enemy to 'Abd-Allah, and feeling
the certainty of a not distant struggle, he would gladly seek
support from a government whose feelings he can anticipate to be
- on the whole unfriendly to his ultra-Wahhabee brother. During
the rest of my stay here he repeatedly sent for me., showed much
good will, jDOssibly sincere, under the idea that I was an emis-
sary of Egypt, and thereby contributed to set 'Abd-Allah against
me, in the manner which now remains to relate.

At first we have seen that everything went on very smoothly